PERIMETER COLLEGE
YOUR COMMUNITY PARTNER IN HIGHER EDUCATION

Greetings from Perimeter College!
For more than a half century, our institution has been a gateway
to higher education for the Atlanta region and beyond. More
than 7,500 freshmen started their college journey here in
fall 2019, studying on five campuses and online and taking
advantage of our support and small classes to build a solid
academic foundation. Our students are succeeding. Since our
2016 consolidation with Georgia State University, our three-year
graduation rate has more than doubled, and — according to
The Chronicle of Higher Education — our students are staying
the course, completing programs and transferring to other
institutions at higher rates than students at other two-year
colleges. Perimeter proudly partners with its students and its
communities. I invite you to explore the following pages to learn
more about our important role.

NANCY P. KROPF, PH.D.

Dean | Perimeter College
Professor | Social Work
Georgia State University
perimeterdean@gsu.edu
perimeter.gsu.edu/leadership

THE ATLANTA REGION’S

GATEWAY TO
HIGHER EDUCATION
WHAT WE OFFER
TO OUR STUDENTS:
• Affordable tuition
• Convenient locations: five campuses and online
• More than 30 academic pathways
• Small class settings and academic support
• Ability to transition to Georgia State’s
Atlanta Campus
• Ability to transfer to other universities

TO OUR COMMUNITIES:
• Workforce development
• Leadership in providing educational opportunities
• Partnership in addressing local needs
• Cultural opportunities
• Academic resources
• Shared interest in community’s future

WE DO THINGS
Perimeter College is part of Georgia
State University, an enterprising research
university in Atlanta that is ranked alongside
MIT, Stanford and Arizona State as one of the
most innovative institutions in the country.
Georgia State enrolls nearly 51,000 students,
has produced a network of more than a halfmillion alumni and is one of the country’s
largest universities.
Our hallmark is individual student success,
and we’ve developed a national reputation
for helping our students stay on track. By
designing a personal success plan for each
student, we’ve changed the way students
learn, saved them money and helped
them graduate in less time. We’ve proven
students from all backgrounds can succeed
at the same levels. The New York Times
described Georgia State as “an innovative
engine of social mobility.”
That’s what it means to do things our way.

* U.S. News & World Report, 2019, 2020
** Diverse Issues in Higher Education, 2018
*** Military Friendly® Schools, Viqtory Media, 2019-2020
**** U.S. News & World Report, 2020

#1 IN NATION FOR
MILITARY FRIENDLY®
COLLEGE***

#1 PUBLIC UNIVERSITY IN NATION
FOR GRADUATING
AFRICAN-AMERICANS**

#1 PUBLIC
UNIVERSITY
IN NATION FOR
UNDERGRADUATE
TEACHING*

#2 IN NATION
FOR INNOVATION*
#5 IN NATION FOR
FIRST-YEAR
EXPERIENCE****

#8 IN NATION FOR
SOCIAL MOBILITY
(HOW WELL A SCHOOL
ADVANCES EQUITY
AMONG FAMILIES OF
DIFFERENT FINANCIAL
BACKGROUNDS)****

A PARTNER IN

STUDENT SUCCESS
Perimeter College faculty and staff are dedicated to helping
students from every background reach – or exceed – their
academic goals, and we provide support to make that happen.

WE MEASURE UP
60%

In 2019, a record of nearly 60 percent
of Perimeter students earned associate
degrees or transferred to bachelor’s degree
programs, up from 51 percent in 2016.

100%

In 2020’s first quarter, 100 percent of
Perimeter Nursing graduates passed the
National Council Licensure Examination on
their first try. The national average: 88 percent.

98%

Since 2012, Perimeter’s Dental Hygiene
program has maintained a 98 percent
first-time pass rate for students taking the
exams required to practice dental hygiene.

85%

In 2019, 85 percent of Perimeter’s State
Farm Scholars earned associate degrees
after two years, a rate more than 10 times
the national average (about 8 percent) for
similar students.

21

Since 2002, 21 Perimeter students have
been named national Jack Kent Cooke
Undergraduate Transfer Scholars, each
receiving up to $40,000 per year for three
years to spend on their continued education.

18,500+ STUDENTS

AVERAGE CLASS SIZE = 18 STUDENTS

2,450+ INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS FROM
137 COUNTRIES*
Fall 2019 enrollment numbers
*Reflects resident and
non-resident aliens

WE STAND OUT
RESEARCH FOR UNDERGRADS

TOPS IN STEM

Since 2009, more than 160 Perimeter
students have participated in research at the
University of Southern California, University
of Connecticut, Stanford University,
Princeton University and other institutions.
These opportunities – not typical for twoyear college students – were through
Research Experiences for Undergrads. Most
students were part of our National Science
Foundation-funded Louis Stokes Alliance for
Minority Participation.

A key strength of Perimeter is its science,
technology, engineering and math (STEM)
programs. Computer science, biology and
engineering are in the top five list of pathways
students pursue at Perimeter. Space and rocket
scientists, as well as medical doctors and
engineers, are among Perimeter graduates who’ve
gone on to make their mark in STEM professions.
Since 2016, STEM programming at Perimeter has
attracted more than a million dollars annually in
funding from donors and organizations, including
the National Science Foundation, the University
System of Georgia, the Chevron Foundation and
State Farm. STEM initiatives at Perimeter are
especially adept at targeting academically talented
first-generation, female and minority students
to pursue STEM-related pathways that lead to
rewarding careers in the sciences.

A STEP AHEAD
Perimeter offers strong early college options
to help students get a quick start on higher
education. In May 2019, 69 students in
DeKalb Early College Academy (the largest
number in the program’s now 11-year history)
received associate degrees three weeks
before high school graduation. Perimeter
also has one of the largest Dual Enrollment
programs in the University System of Georgia
– almost 1,400 students in fall 2019.

OPPORTUNITIES TO SHINE
For eligible Perimeter College students,
we feature a robust Honors College that
provides access to one-on-one mentoring,
small classes and other personalized
opportunities. In spring 2019, more than
1,600 Perimeter students had taken at least
one Honors College course.

BENEFITS OF ONLINE EDUCATION
Of the 30-plus pathways Perimeter
offers, students can take 18 of them fully
online*, including business administration,
communications and criminal justice. Nearly
every pathway at Perimeter allows students
to take some classes online, with an
exclusive team of advisers providing support.
* “Fully online” may require up to two campus visits per class.

5,000+ FIRST-GENERATION STUDENTS

30+ PATHWAYS

750+ MILITARY-CONNECTED STUDENTS
Fall 2019 enrollment numbers

A PARTNER IN

COMMUNITY SUCCESS
Perimeter College is a part of each community we serve, and we want
our communities to succeed. We work to identify and address local
needs and strengthen the availability and impact of higher education in
the area.

WE DELIVER ‘HEALTHY’ OUTCOMES
Perimeter educates, trains and graduates students who go on to help fill
metro Atlanta’s high demand for health care employees.

120*

18*

24*

NURSING

RADIOLOGIC TECHNOLOGY

DENTAL HYGIENE

*Annual average of Perimeter graduates in each field

STUDENT TRAINING EXPANDS HEALTH CARE ACCESS
Through student training, our college makes health care services
available locally and throughout the state. Students in Perimeter’s
Dental Hygiene program provide free and low-cost services to
underserved communities and partner with local elementary schools
to give students screenings, cleanings, sealants and dental counseling.
In 2019, Dental Hygiene volunteers provided care for migrant worker
communities harvesting crops in South Georgia.

PREPARED STUDENTS = WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS
Perimeter College faculty, staff and administrators are partners in the
North Fulton Healthcare Talent Coalition and the Fulton County
Office of Work Force Development, where they’re working to
understand the community’s critical workforce needs in health care and
high technology and equip our students to fill them.

WE SUPPORT COMMUNITIES
Community engagement is not just a
buzzword at Perimeter. We embrace learning
that occurs through service. Collegewide,
our new African-American Studies pathway
promotes community engagement to foster
positive social change. Near our campuses,
students – led by faculty – carry out projects,
from supporting assisted living communities
in Dunwoody to addressing the historical
preservation of overgrown cemeteries in
Newton County.

MEANINGFUL CONNECTIONS
Perimeter is a partner in the Center for
Community Engagement on the Clarkston
Campus. The center focuses on researching
and addressing needs in Clarkston, Ga.,
known as the most diverse square mile in
America. The Mentoring Initiative for New
Americans (MINA), a center program that
receives funding from the Georgia State
Foundation, pairs young adult refugees and
immigrants with Perimeter and other college
students who offer tutoring and help them
apply to college. The University System
of Georgia recognized MINA with a 2016
Chancellor’s Service Excellence award.

ACADEMICS AND INVOLVEMENT
In our Newton Academic Community
Engagement project, students partner with the
Newton County Health Department, Habitat for
Humanity and others to target local issues.

COLLABORATION, SCHOLARSHIP AND
STUDENT SUCCESS
Through a State Farm partnership, we offer
Perimeter Academy, a learning community
designed to help students succeed in their first
year. Part of the Georgia State LIFT (Learning,
Income and Family Transformation) program,
the academy is at the Decatur, Clarkston and
Dunwoody campuses.

WE EXPAND EXPERIENCES
Perimeter’s campuses are cultural hubs benefiting not only
students, but entire communities.
We offer a thriving Fine Arts presence, each year
presenting more than 70 theater, music and art exhibits and
performances — many of which are student-led. We are
home to the DeKalb Symphony Orchestra and also provide
a community speaker series.
We host the Atlanta Asian Film Festival, Japan Week,
international festivals, the Daffodil Festival, night sky viewing
through a Dunwoody observatory and much more.
Our Decatur Campus features the internationally known GSU
Perimeter College Native Plant Botanical Garden, with its
two main garden areas – the Native Plant Botanical Garden
and the Ferns of the World. The botanical garden includes
more than 4,000 species of native, rare and endangered
plants from throughout the United States.

PARTNER WITH

PERIMETER COLLEGE
Strong partnerships with organizations and individuals are key to ensuring every student
at Perimeter College has the opportunity to succeed in and outside the classroom. At
Perimeter, students receive the education and training needed to excel in the workforce,
face challenges of an ever-evolving global economy and become citizens of the world.
Every gift made to Perimeter College is an investment in the quality of life for students
and their families. It’s also a nod to your belief in nurturing viable communities — one
person at a time. Together, we can continue providing high-quality, life-changing
experiences for students who can influence the Atlanta region and beyond through their
life and career choices.
To learn more about partnering with Perimeter College, visit perimeter.gsu.edu/giving
or contact Victoria Dorsey, senior director of development, at 678-891-2552 or vdorsey@gsu.edu.

A LEADER AMONG

2-YEAR COLLEGES
83%

Nearly 83 percent of Perimeter
students completed their program,
transferred or remained enrolled
three years after starting.
The Chronicle of Higher Education, Jan. 5, 2020

“

Perimeter College’s smaller class sizes allowed me to better
connect with my professors and ultimately paved the way for
me to start working in undergraduate research early on. This
also helped me make a smooth transition to the (Georgia
State University) Atlanta Campus. Perimeter College was the
perfect place for me to start my academic career.

”

BRAVEN LYALL

Perimeter College
Associate of Science | Math pathway (2016)
Associate of Science | Physics pathway (2018)
Georgia State University College of Arts & Sciences
Bachelor of Science | Physics (2019)

ALPHARETTA CAMPUS

3705 Brookside Parkway
Alpharetta, GA 30022-4408
678-240-6000

CLARKSTON CAMPUS

555 North Indian Creek Drive
Clarkston, GA 30021-2361
678-891-3200

DECATUR CAMPUS

3251 Panthersville Road
Decatur, GA 30034-3832
678-891-2300

DUNWOODY CAMPUS

2101 Womack Road
Dunwoody, GA 30338-4435
770-274-5000

NEWTON CAMPUS

239 Cedar Lane
Covington, GA 30014
770-278-1200

perimeter.gsu.edu

